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9 October 1952

¥EMORANIUM FOR: Assistant Director, 0ffice of Intalligance Co-
erdination

SUBJECT ¢ Proposed Inter-Dapartmental Committes on Forelgn
Ianguage Reference Faterials

REFERERCES t A. Nemorandum dated 5 Aug from AD/IC te TD/P, AD/RR,
AD/SI, AD/0, AD/GD, /TR, and AD/PS, subject:
Propesed Charter of Inter-Departmental Committee
on Foreign lLanguage Reference Materials.

B. Merorsndum dsted 12 Aug from AD/IC to AD/0 and
L/TR, subject: Propesed Inter-Departmental Com-
mittes on Foreign Lengusse Reference Materials,

C. Nemorandum dated 13 Aug from Acting Chief, Fip,
to AD/IC, subject: Identification ané Procure-
ment of Reference Material for Expleitation in
FOD,

1. Referencs C clearly indicates that FDI’s requirements are
adequately met by existing foreign lenguege refarence materials, and
that, therefore, FID has no requircments for the development and pro-
duction of new foreign language refersnce materials.

2., The reason for FDD's lack of requirements for the develop-
ment of new waterials spyears to thiz Office to be that the extraor-
dinary range of language skills represented on the FI'D staff allows
it to make use of bi-lingual reference materials in two foreign lang-
usges. Ixisting materials, however, ars inadeguate for various ine
telligence purposes where personnel concerned do not bave FID experti~
ise, either in language competence or in number of languages. Such
sxpertise may not be presumed in most cases, particularly overseas,
The exiating materialc are also inadequate Tor the purpose of foreign
langusge training. It is in order to remedy these iwo types of inade-
quacies that the subject committee has been proposed.

3. In view of the foregoing, the statement of mission of the
proposed comxittee shouls be revised to specify with absolute clarity
that the prime interest of the committee is the development of new
forelign language refereacs materials required to meet jpovernmertal
needs in various intelligence Pg}gﬁmm& Joreign language train-
ing. The preposed commitiee {s not condefnad. wiih dxisking meterials
- exsept insefar as the evaluatfti'Bf such materisls ie needdd to deter-
mine governmental requirements for new materials. = '
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k. The effective operation of the proposed committee requires
the support of a linguistic research s%aff a2 a permanent working
group of the commitiee. The functicns of this staff would be to
analyse the govermnmantal requirenants -ieveleped by the committee,
to svaluats existing zmaterials, and to make recomsendations to the
committee on the sultability of such materisls to meet spscified re-
quiremenis.

S. Reference B iniicates that general agreement las been rasched
by the 0ffices of the Agency with respect to the estcblishment -~ the
committer and the responsibility within the igency for supporting the
eomittoe.

6. With respect to Paragraph 2 of Reference B, the Office of '
Training, in Kay 1952, propesed & project for the preparation of Chi-
ness language training material. In order to determine the valldity
@f the project, FIT agreed to undertsks the evaluation of available
Chinese language referonce materials. OCD is collecting these mater
ials. O/TR's decision to proceed with this project will be based on
FPD's recommencations., In this case, the unctions of the comnittes
are being performed at the Agency rather than the governmental level.
O/TR is unable to estimate the mumber of personnel necesssry for FRD
%o perform the linguistic research function at the governmental leval,
but it is doubted that it could be undertaken with their present on-
duty strength. Similar requirements may arime within any Office of
the Agency. However, cther governnental agencies may also have simi-
lar requirements and may be sxpanding equivalent sums of money for
the sare objectives, so that the existence of the committec would
uhdoubtedly result in substantial savinge to the government,

T+ It is the view of this Office that FID Las the capability
of parforming the analytical and evaluative functions of the linguis-
tic ressarch staff,

8. It is therefore recommended:

2. that FID he given the responaibility of providing
analyticel and evaluative support to the proposed
sémnittes with assistance from 0O/TR, and that it
intrease its T/0 as required for this purpose;

b. that the sttachad re-draft of the charter for the

proposed comnittes be approved and processed to
the TAC Agencies.

MATTEEW BAIRD
Director of Training
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